RESOLUTION ON THE POSSIBLE USE OF THE MIDWAY PLAISANCE AS A
REPLACEMENT URBAN PARK AND RECREATION RECOVERY ACT (UPARR) SITE
WHEREAS, the Midway Plaisance (“the Midway”) is an historic park on the South Side of
Chicago on the National Register of Historic Places, designed in 1871 by the renowned
landscape architect Frederick Law Olmsted as a system together with Jackson and
Washington Parks, and
WHEREAS, the Midway is the vital connection between Jackson Park and Washington Park,
a connection which would be severed by any loss of public, open green space on the
Midway, and
WHEREAS, the Midway is used extensively by residents of the Hyde Park, Woodlawn, South
Shore, and Washington Park communities, and belongs to all the citizens of Chicago, and
WHEREAS, a 2000 Chicago Park District Framework Plan, which was completed with
significant community input and support, remains in place as a set of guiding principles for
the use and protection of the Midway, and
WHEREAS, the ongoing federal Section 106 and NEPA reviews of proposed changes to
Jackson Park and the Midway have not been completed, and
WHEREAS, the federal Section 106 and NEPA reviews of proposed changes to Jackson Park
require a replacement UPARR site, and the City of Chicago has proposed that a significant
portion of the Midway be considered as a possible replacement UPARR site, and
WHEREAS, the City of Chicago through the Office of the Mayor and the Chicago Department
of Planning and Development have committed publicly that there will be a net replacement
of public parkland as a result of any currently proposed changes to Jackson Park,
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Midway Plaisance Advisory Council:
•

strongly opposes the loss or repurposing of any historic, public open green space,
or the removal of any mature, healthy trees, on the Midway or in Jackson Park, such
as could result from the use of the Midway or Jackson Park as a replacement UPARR
site, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Midway Plaisance Advisory Council:
•

strongly urges that any proposed plans for the eastern section of the Midway should
take into account its historical significance as part of Olmsted’s South Park System
and maintain its integrity as an open meadow with flexible use, and

•

strongly urges that any action taken with regard to locating a replacement UPARR
site engage neighboring communities through broad community input, and take into
account current community needs for access to public open space for nature and
recreation.
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